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Date: March 31, 1998 . B G-ivd
n: D. R. Allez, DOE-ORO - = e e an_o 54
S SRR e APV 15-d
rom: W. M. Belvin, DOE-ORO Siacass 2/38.2

Subject: Contract DE-AC05-960R22464, National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Categorical
Exclusion (CX) for Smafl-Scale Research and Development Projects and Pior Studies
Conducted by ORNL Environmenzal Sciences Division (2657X)

te DOE Qzk Ridge Operatcns Offics (ORO) proposes to conduct small-scale research and developmen
givities that would inciuda but not be limirad to (1) outdoor ecological and other environmenta! resears:
udies and (2) invenrory and informzrion collecdon actvides, as we!l as small-sczle pilot projec:
nduczed to verify a concspt before demonsmarion actions. These aciivites would take place insice
Isdng laboratories in the Eaviroomenra] Scisnces Division at ORNL, at existng soucmurss and facilities
1 the DOE Oak Ridge Reservaricn, and ar salecsad geological and ecological sites.
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4earch and developmenr activities would includa buz be not limited to (1) studying the distriburion 2nd

reling of namral chemicals and environmenrz! contzminants in various ecosystems; (2) exploring and
reloping methods to expand the meonitoring range for contaminanrs; (3) exploring the use of
fipathogenic bacteria in the removal of contaminants from various media (water, soil, waste, e:c.);
/ studying the use of namral autowophic biofims in the removal of contaminants from soil, water, waste

erials, ew.; (5) developing systems for measuring toxic meral in various media: (6) fzbricating and
fng componexrs for various ecosystems and facilides; (7) studying the effzcss of man-made objects znd
nLaminants on the agquaric biosphere; (8) collecting field data and conduczing analyses of the fac_:ors

‘ating plant and animal ecasystems; (9) conductdng research to verify a known techzology;
v) conducting cycling smdies of nutrient-<ycling pathways in various ecosystems; (11) conducting
search that would lead to developmenr of hardware and software; (12) studying the effects of altere

ospheric conditions on ecosystams; (13) developing new cagpabilities for fabricating insTumenration
SVanr o environmen monitoring; and (14) using theorerical and computational capabilitiss to modeal
7ironmental problems of industial and scisarifc interest.

¥ Wastes generatad during research and development acdvides would be appropriately characterized and
J0sed of at existing permirted/approved wasts siorage, treaanent, or disposal facilities. The proposed

ons would be evaluated by Pollution Prevention or other responsible personnel for action options to
“uce or eliminate generaton of waste matarials.

Proposed acdons that would taka place on the ORR have besn raviewed in accordance with the
'grammerc Agresment Amorg the Deparoment of Energy Oak Ridge Operazions Office, the Tennesses
2 Historic Preservarion Officer, and the Acvisory Council on Hiscoric Preservarion Conczrning
Wagemenr of Historicc! and Culmural Properties ar the Ock Ridge Reservesion (PA) and found to be
ressed in Secsdon IMI.A.1 of the PA. Should the proposed ORR actions have an adverse ef2ct on
=ertes constuctad before 1960 or properties included or eligible for inclusion in the Nationzl Register
distoric Placss, DOE-ORO would consult with the Stars Historic Preservation Officer and initiate

Ons specified in procsdures set forta in the Council's regulations beginming at 36 CFR
800.5(e)-8C0.6.

‘ure that sensitive resourcas ara protecied, existing maps and surveys/studies on threarened and/or
«gered species, wedands and floodplains, and historically sensitive areas would be used to locats these



arezs. In addidon, personne! responsitle for idenrifying these resources would be consulted; if ‘fv’mﬂfedv
additional surveys and walkovers would be conduczed to confirm or update available mformation.

"'0 kmown extraordinary circumstancas would be associated with these actions, and they would not be
.onneczed to other actons with potendally significant impacts or be refated to other proposed actons 'f"“h
cumuladively significant impac:s. These actions would mes: the condidons that are integral elemezts of the
ciasses of actions which may be categorically excluded from further National Eavironmental Policy Act
(NEPA) documentarion. Should a specific action not me=: the condidons for CX consideration, a separate
NEPA document would be preparsd and submiced to DOE-ORO for review and approval.

Although these acdons may fall undar the category of "small-scale indoor and outdoor research,
development, and pilot acdvities,” 2 segarate NEPA raview would be performed and documenzad S‘hOUld
an acdon or relatad/cumulative effec: of an action have the potenrial to result in an unusual or significant
impact to the eavironment. '

These actions would pose no threat of significant individual or cumulative environmentl effaczs. The

described actions would not be part of an ongoing Environmental Assessment or Eavironmenta! Impact

Starerment. No exraordinary circumstances would be related to these actions, and the proposals would not

be connacrad to other actions with potezrially significant impac:s.

B3.4 and B3.6 are the applicable CXs that cavers the proposed actions in DOE NEPA Implementing
rocedures, 10 CFR 1021, Subpart D, Appexndix B.

The above description accurately describes the proposed actions, which reflecss the requirements of the
~Xs cited above. Therefore, I recommend thar the proposed actions be categorically excluded from further
NEPA review and documentation. '
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. Mark Belvin Date
JOE-ORQ Program Manager
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iased jon my review and the recommendation of the DOE-ORO Program Manager, [ have determined that
: . s N - . . .
- 22 proposed actions are cat:"go;-zc;'slly excluded from further NEPA review and documeztation.

'

avid'R. Allen [ =7 ‘(" Date
JOE-ORO Offic= NEPA Compliance Officer

Notification:
W. M. Belvin, ER-11
J. A. Hall, 1061, MS-6429
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