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The mission of the Office of Economic 
Development is to assist businesses, 

entrepreneurs, artists and community 
organizations to access services, feel 

welcome in Berkeley, and thrive.
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Presentation Overview

• 2019 Berkeley Innovation 

Sector Snapshot

• Berkeley Startup Cluster 

(BSC) Background

• Summary of Innovation 

Sector Outreach

• Updated BSC Mission, 

Objectives and Work Plan

Making our city a more 
Vibrant, Accessible, and 

Equitable Place 
for Startups to 

Launch and Grow 



Innovation Sector –2019 Snapshot 

• ~400 innovation sector companies

• Vast majority (80%+) are startups or emerging 
growth companies

• Large concentrations in: 
Software, Biotech, CleanTech

• many housed within Berkeley’s 7 accelerators 
& 10 co-working spaces, which offer more 
than 70,000 sf of cumulative office space.

• ~15% have at least one woman founder



Berkeley Startup Cluster History

• Launched in 2009

• East Bay Green Corridor partnership spin-out 

• Informal collaboration

• Mission

1. Biz:  Attract startups

2. Civic:  Drive economic vitality



Innovation Sector Outreach

Outreach to:

• 120+ startup founders and executives

• 15+ community managers of 
Berkeley co-working spaces

• Leaders of local accelerators, 
incubators, startup coaching & 
mentoring programs, & other 
innovation ecosystem experts
(real estate brokers, investors, etc.) 



2018 Berkeley Startup Survey

Why is your company located 

in Berkeley? (#1 Factor)

1. Talent Pool

2. Culture

3. Customers & Market

63 65%Surveys 

Received 

Have UC 

Connection

Likely to stay in Berkeley 

as company grows

56%

What resources would be most 

helpful in the next year?

1. Available/affordable workforce housing

2. Events to connect with investors

3. City-sponsored media exposure for startups

4. Available/affordable office space

5. Available/affordable specialized workspace 
(ex: light industrial, wet lab, etc.)



Mission – Updated 2018

Make Berkeley a more 

vibrant, accessible, and 

equitable place for startups 
to launch and grow.



Objectives
Improve Berkeley’s 

image as a place for 

startups.

• Marketing

Improve the number 

and quality of events & 

netw orks for Berkeley 

entrepreneurs.

• Networking

Provide local innovators 

w ith information about 

resources and 

opportunities.• Information 

Develop local 

infrastructure to meet 

the needs of the 

innovation sector.

• Infrastructure 
Align city policy to 

support local innovation 

and startup grow th.

Increase high quality 

commercial real estate & 

w et lab space.

• Real estate

• Diversity & Community 
Engagement

• City policy

The full BSC Workplan can be downloaded here.

Increase innovation sector 

diversity & community 

engagement.

http://berkeleystartupcluster.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/BSC-2018-2020-Framework-Updated-2019.pdf


Steering Committee

• City of Berkeley Office of Economic Development

• UC Berkeley (including IPIRA, Local Government and 

Community Relations, SkyDeck) 

• Berkeley Lab (Government and Community Relations, 

Innovation and Partnerships Office)

• Berkeley Chamber of Commerce 

• Downtown Berkeley Association 



Advisory Group

50+ members:

• 20+ either run a startup or did previously

• 7 investors

• 5 accelerator leaders

• 6 real estate experts

• Other Berkeley
innovation 
ecosystem leaders



OBJECTIVE

Provide local innovation leaders with relevant 
information about resources and opportunities.

@BerkeleyStartupCluster @BerkStartups



information about resources and opportunities.

OBJECTIVE

Improve the number and quality of events & networks 
for Berkeley entrepreneurs.



OBJECTIVE

Improve Berkeley’s image as a 
place for startups.



OBJECTIVE

Develop local infrastructure to meet 
the needs of the innovation sector.



OBJECTIVE

OBJECTIVE

© QB3 EBIC

Increase high quality commercial real estate  
& wet lab space.

© CITRIS Foundry



OBJECTIVE

Align city policy to support local innovation 
and startup growth.

2018 Berkeley Startup Survey: Has your company 

received any SBIR, or other federal research grant 
funding to date?

Over 30% of 

founders have 

received federal 

research grants for 
their startups. 



OBJECTIVE

Increase innovation sector diversity 
and community engagement.

Berkeley High College & 

Career Week



Thank you.

For questions or comments, contact:

Elizabeth Redman Cleveland

ERCleveland@cityofberkeley.info

(510) 981 7532

mailto:ERCleveland@cityofberkeley.info

