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Genomic Advances to Improve 
Biomass for Biofuels

THE HELIOS TALKS

THE HELIOS TALKS

DAN ROKHSAR
U.S. Department of Energy, Joint Genome Institute /
UC Berkeley, Professor of Molecular Cell Biology and 
Physics 

Dan Rokhsar was among the leaders of the international effort to char-
acterize and analyze the genome of the first tree ever sequenced — 
the poplar. His research group at the U.S. Department of Energy Joint 
Genome Institute is dedicated to computationally extracting the func-
tional elements from plant and fungal genomes to better understand 
and optimize the biomass to biofuels conversion processes.
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2008

MARY ANN PIETTE 
Saving Power at Peak Hours


