
Meeting 1/23/08 SRC Subcommittee on Laser Safety 

Present:  Marc Hertlein (ALS), Larry McLouth (EHS), Joel Ager (MSD), Eddie Ciprazo (UCB), 
Bob Schoenlein (MSD), Ken Barat (EH&S), Neil Landau (BSO) 
 
 
Agenda: 
(1) Status of laser safety protocols and BSO letter 
(2) Status of proposed changes to Pub. 3000 Ch16 
 
 
Minutes 
 
Neil Landau reminded us that there will be a DOE audit of the LBNL laser safety program in 
June.  This will likely be conducted by Russ Kelley, subject matter expert from ORNL 
 
(1)  Laser Safety Protocols will be submitted to BSO for evaluation.  The letter from Aundra 
Richards to Howard Hatayama outlines the following BSO policy: 
 (a) Berkeley Site Office (BSO) is the Authority Having Jurisdiction (AHJ) for laser 

safety at LBNL and must approve any safety controls outside of ANSI 
 (b) BSO approval of protocols that deviate from ANSI-2000 will be considered for those 

requirements which can be demonstrated to be impractical or unfeasible at LBNL, or 
for requirements that are consistent with ANSI-2007 (in lieu of ANSI-2000). 

 
BSO will rely on the subject matter expert in Oak Ridge. 
 
 
(2)  Proposed changes to Pub.3000 are being submitted, following the established SRC 
procedure for Pub.3000 changes. 
 
(3)  There was some discussion on the need for a back-up LSO for two purposes: 
 (a) a point of contact (e.g. for emergencies) when the LSO is away 
 (b) someone who can provide ongoing support for the LSO 
 
Could this be someone from outside EH&S?  Some concerns were raised about this.  For (a) 
above, designating a non-EH&S contact person for times when the LSO is away was not seen to 
be a problem.  For (b) above, where the deputy is presumably making safety decisions and 
judgments on an on-going basis, concerns were raised about adequate training, and potential 
conflict of interest if this person is also a laser user. 
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