
Meeting 3/22/07 SRC Subcommittee on Laser Safety 

Present:  Joel Ager (MSD), Bob Schoenlein (MSD), Marc Hertlein (CSD), Paul Blodgett 
(EH&S), Neil Landau (BSO), Larry McLouth (EH&S) 
 
Agenda: 
(1) discussion of Laser Safety Protocols 
 
 
Minutes 
 
The primary purpose of this meeting was to discuss the draft laser safety protocols written by 
Ken Barat 
 
Neil Landau raised a significant concern of the Berkeley Site Office, namely that the protocols 
appeared to violate the LBNL management contract.  Since ANSI is part of the Work Smart 
Standard, and these protocols appear to contradict ANSI, then these protocols may not be 
acceptable within the constraints of the management contract. 
 
It was pointed out that ANSI is not a safety code, but rather recommended safety practices for 
lasers.  ANSI gives the LSO wide latitude in interpreting, and approving suitable laser safety 
measures.  For example, section 1.3.2.3 (under LSO Specific Responsibilities) states:  The LSO 
shall be responsible for assuring that the prescribed control measures are in effect, 
recommending or approving substitute or alternate control measures when the primary ones are 
not feasible or practical, and periodically auditing the functionality of this control measures in 
use. 
 
This issue is beyond the charge of the Laser Safety Committee, and will be further discussed 
between LBNL-LSO, LBNL-EH&S and BSO.  Neil Landau and BSO will issue a formal request 
in writing regarding the laser safety protocols. 
 
One general comment on the protocols is that the format needs to be standardized. For example: 
 (i) Goal – clearly state the goal of the protocol 
 (ii) Protocol – the protocol should be presented as a clear and succinct statement of policy 

(iii) Background or other supplemental information or other details. 
 
Protocol #3 – Maser Key Switch 
 - substantial editing is necessary 
 - ANSI uses the word “shall” – is this a requirement?  What latitude is afforded the LSO? 
 
Protocol #4 – Audible Warning Signs 
 - substantial editing is necessary 
 - section 4.3.10 (Where Interlocks are Not Feasible) should be referenced 
 - clarify the goal of this protocol 
 
Protocol #7 – Panic Button 



 - add references to (i) memo to Kim Abbot dated June 21, 2005, (ii) LSO and LSC meeting 
in 2004 where this issue was discussed 

 
Protocol #8 – Alignment Laser 
 - Goal should include statement that this defines laser powers (or alignment lasers) that are 

suitable for use without any protective eyewear (or with reduced OD eyewear?). 
 - this protocol is incomplete 
 - further discussion is warranted after this draft protocol is completed 
 
Protocols #1 and #2 are on the Laser Safety Web Page 
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