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Office of the Chief Financial Officer

For September 13, 2013 eSRA Production Upgrade

There are two major changes in the September 2013 eSRA Production Update: 1) upgrade of the system
to handle the new NIH Adobe C applications, and 2) a business process change to confirm some specific
proposal questions have been answered by, or reviewed and approved by the Pl prior to submission. A
summarization of changes is included here:

1. System Upgrade for NIH Adobe Form C applications
a. SF424 assembled package looks a little different:
i. All person profiles are assembled together followed by all of the biosketches
ii. Cover letter is now at the bottom of page 2 of the SF424 (R&R) page (but it will
not be seen by NIH Reviewers)
iii. Checklist page was discontinued and those questions moved to other locations
b. Targeted Planned Enrollment Report now a form in the SF424
i. View 8.x removed the upload button and provides help text that the form must
be filled out in the SF424 directly
c. Cumulative Inclusion Enrollment Report now a form in the SF424
i. View 8.x removed the upload button and provides help text that the form must
be filled out in the SF424 directly
2. Some Proposal questions require confirmation by the Pl (Training document will be available
week of September 16" sent to all PI’s with proposals in eSRA, RA’s, OSPIP Contract Officers,
and posted on the OSPIP webiste)
a. The following changes have been made:
i. Questions in the eSRA Proposal now indicate these are questions for the Pl and
staff has the option to skip them by jumping to the next View.
1. IP and Homeland Security questions (are now on a separate View)
2. NEPA-CEQA questions
ii. The Pl Activity, “Approve for Division Review,” now requires the Pl to confirm
the answers are correct (based on his/her review of the proposal) and provides
a link to the specific Views to review and/or answer the questions
iii. If the questions have not been answered, the Pl cannot complete the approval
process.
3. The PIF Tab has been removed. To review the proposal, use the button on the left (near the
top) “Printer Version” to see all the information entered for the proposal.
4. Listing of proposals is updated to improve search capabilities.
5. Minor changes have been made to based on input to eSRAHelp:
a. Character limits on field length (based on SF424 field length limitations)
b. Clarifying help text



Additional Options are available for some questions in View 1 and 2 in preparation for non-
competing continuations, non-federal proposals, flow-thru proposals, and DOE proposals. Do
not select these options. Development work is not complete for all aspects of those proposal
types. eSRA continues to be available for Grants.gov submissions only.

Routing for fellowships was “glitchy” and not always sending notifications to the mentor. This
has been fixed and should work properly now for all types of fellowship applications. If you still
experience problems please report them immediately.

Request for FAC Waiver (sent to DOE BSO) has been fixed to show the amounts of the waiver
being requested.

Changes to the FCOI Review

a. First notification will go to the RIIO office when OSPIP Issues approval of the proposal
(instead of when the proposal is approved by the division). This will ensure all the FCOI
forms are included as the proposal will now be final, and will also give the division more
time to get the positive disclosures to the RIIO office before they are needed.

b. A manual request for review of a newly disclosed positive FCOI has been added during
the Negotiation state for use by the OSPIP Contract Officers to accommodate the NIH
requirement to confirm that disclosures have not changed from the time the proposal
was originally submitted.



