
Office of Sponsored Projects & Industry Partnerships
1

eSRA – February 2012 Production Release

Cynthia Sylvester, Stacey Blue & Linda Nowell
eSRA Functional Development Team

February 2012



Office of Sponsored Projects & Industry Partnerships

Contents

• Overview of eSRA Project

• How to Find eSRA Information

• What’s New and Enhanced

• New Sponsor Requests

• Production Fixes
2



Office of Sponsored Projects & Industry Partnerships

What is eSRA?

• eSRA is the Electronic Sponsored Research 
Administration system being developed to replace 
RAPID for proposal development and enhance post-
award management of awards.

3

• eSRA is a Project 
of the Office of 
Sponsored 
Projects and 
Industry 
Partnerships.
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Full Implementation

• Full implementation will include: 
–Federal and Non-Federal contracts, grants, and 

interagency agreements
–Gifts 
–User Facilities (funded and and unfunded)
–DOE M&O Contractors
–CRADAs 

• Full implementation will include non-financial post-award 
management of these awards.
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How is eSRA different from RAPID?

• Creates SF424 Adobe forms for Grants.gov submissions

• Reduces redundant data entry

• Utilizes electronic signatures, routing, and approvals

• Enables PI review and approval via the Web and VPN

• Enables PI review of proposals in progress
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Finding eSRA

In the Lab’s A-Z Index
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OSPIP Website

Link to eSRA directly from the Home Page
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Watch 
for 
Updates
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• Training Guides
• FAQs
• Troubleshooting
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eSRA Training Guides
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FAQs and Troubleshooting
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eSRAHelp@lbl.gov

eSRAHelp@lbl.gov sends your 
message to everyone on the functional 
development team for a quicker 
response.

Please provide screenprints when you 
can so we can better assist you.
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What’s New February 17th?

All Grants.gov research 
proposals should be 
prepared in eSRA.
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RAPID or eSRA ?

Can I choose which system to use?
No, All Grants.gov applications should be submitted 
through eSRA.  Non-Grants.gov applications should still 
use RAPID.

Will I eventually be able to submit all proposals through 
eSRA?

Yes, development continues for all other types of 
proposals.  
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Current Implementation

Fully “mapped” from eSRA proposal to SF424 Application
• NIH Research  Grants
• DOD CDMRP Grant Applications
• NASA Step 2 Applications
• NIH Fellowships

Partially “mapped” from eSRA proposal to SF424 
Application
• Other Federal Agencies
• NIH Early Career Development (K99)
• NIH Administrative Supplements
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Don’t get Lost in eSRA

“My Home” takes you back to your home workspace.
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In Box

“My Inbox” will show proposals: 
where you have actions required 
or allowable actions
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Due Today

“Due Today” will show proposals:
with a due date of today 
(or a date in the past) 
that have not already been submitted
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In Progress

“In Progress” will show proposals: 
where you do not have actions required  
or allowable actions
that have not already been submitted
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Submitted

“Submitted” will show proposals: 
that are “Awaiting Response from Sponsor”
that are in “Negotiation”
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Awarded

“Awarded” will show proposals: 
that have been awarded
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Award Management is currently in 
development.
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Rejected

“Rejected” will show proposals: 
that have been “Rejected by sponsor”
are “Discontinued” by the RA or PI
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Enhancements & Changes

• Enhancements have been 
made based on input provided 
during the pilot release such as 
notification to the RA when a 
proposal moves from Division 
Reviewer to OSPIP.
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• Focus Group participants also 
influence changes and 
enhancement to the system.

• Focus Group participation is 
open to everyone.



Office of Sponsored Projects & Industry Partnerships

Final Science

“Finalize Science” process has changed 

–does not have to be requested by the OSPIP CO 
(although it can be)

–can be used at any time that the RA or PI has access 
to edit the proposal
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Set Science to Draft

–“Set to Draft” Activity added to undo the “Final 
Science” determination
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SF424 PDF

SF424.pdf now accessible directly from the History Tab
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Proposal Type
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Question 1.a. now provides 
choices for:

–Proposal Type
–Proposal Target
–Federal Target
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Sponsor Name Editable

Sponsor Name on View 3 is now editable

–Moved

–Might automatically populate from Funding 
Announcement

–Can be changed
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URL

URL of the funding announcement is manually entered  
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Enhancements & Changes

Tabs in the Proposal Workspace

• Some tabs are entirely new

• Some have changes or enhancements

• Some functionality has changed
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Proposal Information Tab

Tabs in the Proposal Workspace

“Proposal Information” tab: 
unchanged
contains 

proposal information 
budget totals
SF424 Information
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PIF Tab

Proposal Information Form

“PIF” tab: 
some enhancements to the data
contains 

information about the proposal
answers to all LBNL questions
(replaces the SPPF and NEPA/CEQA forms)
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DOE Tab

“DOE” tab: 
data viewable only to DOE and OSPIP COs
contains information specifically needed by DOE
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Approvals Tab

“Approvals” tab: 
Enhanced to show the status of all internal approvals
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Comments Tab

“Comments” tab: 
unchanged
shows comments submitted for this proposal
based on permissions

OSPIP COs
Everyone else
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Attachments Tab

“Attachments” tab: 
unchanged
quick view of proposal attachments from View 8
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Contacts Tab

“Contacts” tab: 
unchanged
LBNL people connected with the proposal
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Submission to Sponsor Tab

“Submission to Sponsor” tab: 
changed
now available only to OSPIP COs
is the OSPIP CO’s link to the SF424 Application
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New Sponsor Requests Tab

“New Sponsor Requests” tab: 
tracks the status of any sponsor requests 
made on this proposal
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Internal Approvals
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• Type of Approval

• Status

• Approver (when approved)

• Date approved
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NEPA/CEQA
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“NEPA/CEQA” 
automatically requested 
when proposal enters 
“Negotiation” state.  
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COI
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“COI” 
RIIO will be automatically 
notified of all positive 
disclosures
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DOE Approvals
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When OSPIP CO requests 
DOE approval, the appropriate 
people at the DOE Site Office 
will be notified and eSRA will 
record their individual 
approvals.  
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Homeland Security
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“Homeland Security” 
will be automatically 
notified if any Homeland 
Security questions are 
answered positively.
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future functionality: Export Control
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“Export Control”
Legal Counsel will be 
automatically notified when 
Export Control issues are 
present.
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future functionality: Tech Transfer
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“Tech Transfer” 
will be automatically 
notified if Exhibit “A” is 
used on a non-federal 
proposal.
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future functionality: HARC
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“Humans and Animals”
When requested, eSRA will 
generate a human or 
animal Certification 
Request Form (CRF), 
provide answers for the 
first several questions, and 
send it to the PI for 
completion.
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Sponsors

Request New Sponsor functionality 
has been added.

• eSRA will be the data-entry point 
for:

–All new sponsors
–Most sponsor information

• eSRA and RAPID will be in synch
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Sponsor Name Field
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• Do NOT use “Various 
Sponsors” in eSRA as a 
placeholder

• eSRA proposal can proceed 
with a blank in this field.

• Submit “Request New 
Sponsor” as soon as you know 
you need one added.  
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New Sponsor Request Form

• Basic Information is 
provided in the request.

• Only the Sponsor 
Name is required.

• Add the website URL if 
available

• Upon completion, the 
eSRA Sponsor 
Administrators are 
notified of the request.
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Sponsor Request Status

The status of Sponsor Requests shows: 
• in the New Sponsor Request Tab within a proposal
• in the “My Sponsor Requests” tab in the home workspace
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Tracking Sponsor Request

• The state will change to indicate progress.

• Click on the Company Name hyperlink to see the request 
and provide information.
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Updating Sponsor Request

• The message will show in the Company’s history tab and 
also in an email directed to the person who made the 
New Sponsor Request.

• Respond directly in eSRA (not outside email).
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Sponsor Request History

• Correspondence regarding the request is stored in the 
history of the Company Profile for future reference.
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New Sponsor Created

• When created, you can enter the 
new sponsor in the proposal.
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Production Fixes for the SF424

• Human and Animal Certification # will only populate in 
the SF424 if there are humans or animals on the 
proposal.

• Cover letter will show up when expected.

• Subaward budgets will show up when expected.

• Due date won’t change unexpectedly.
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Production Fixes for the PIF
(Proposal Information Form)

• Additional fields added to enhance quick review of the 
proposal:

–Proposal Type
–DFI-2 answers for PI
–Subcontract information
–Answers to all NEPA/CEQA questions

• Additional fields added for future functionality:
–Flow-Through prime sponsor
–Foreign sponsor information
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Production Fixes to Email Team

• “Email Team” now includes all of the people working on 
the proposal.

–PI
–OSPIP CO

(newly added)
–RA 
–Scientists 

• with “Read Access” 
• with “Write Access”
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Production Fixes to Disappearing Proposals

• Proposals will not “disappear” from the user’s 
workspace, but will show on the appropriate tab as the 
proposal moves through the preparation and approval 
process.
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