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ASSIST

ASSIST = Web-based system for preparation and submission of multi-
project applications

ASSIST ≠ Grants.gov
ASSIST ≠ eRA Commons
ASSIST ≠ LBNL’s eSRA
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NIH Webinar

• NIH held an extensive webinar in December 2012 about 
the ASSIST system.

• If you are going to submit a Multi-Project application to 
NIH, listen to the webinar.

• Review the webinar at the OER Webinar Listing site:
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/upcoming_webinars.htm

(This presentation shows some excerpts from that webinar’s PowerPoint slides.)

• Roll-out starts now with complete implementation in 
January 2014
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• Now for pilot opportunities only

• NIH will post 6-9 pilot Funding Opportunity 
Announcements (FOAs) with deadlines 
between January and September 2013 

• Electronic submission required 
• Paper PHS 398 applications will not be accepted
• Participating FOAs will clearly state that they 

are part of the pilot and require electronic 
submission
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Electronic submission required for all 
applications following activity-code 
transitions:

• September 25, 2013 deadlines and 
beyond

• P01, P20, P50, R24, U19, U24

• January 25, 2014 deadlines and beyond
• G12, P30, P40, P41, P42, P51, P60, R28, 

U10, U41, U42, U45, U54, U56, UC7, UM1
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http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-
files/NOT-OD-12-161.html  
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Access & Preparation Benefits

• ASSIST application is never on anyone’s desktop, so we 
avoid the problems of Mac/PC

• Multiple people can work on the application at the same 
time.

–A form is locked whenever anyone is editing it so only 
one person can edit a form at a time

–When components are completed they are marked 
“final” so no more edits can be made

Access to the application can be given to anyone with an 
eRA Commons account and an approved role, even at a 
subaward institution, and access can be controlled to just 
parts of the application
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Managing Access
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SOs can give Access 
Maintainer authority 
to other users in their 

organization.

The users name and 
organization is pulled from their 

Commons profile.

Edit access to the Entire Application 
can be granted be selecting Edit under 

All.

Edit access for the Entire Application 
can be granted by selecting Edit under 

All.



Office of Sponsored Projects & Industry Partnerships

Managing Access
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Different access levels 
can be selected for 
Budget and Non-
budget data on a 

component.
Click Save after the 
desired access is 

selected.

Access can also be given for individual components 
instead of the entire application.
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Pre-Population Benefits

• ASSIST determines which components are required 
based on the Funding Opportunity Announcement

• ASSIST pre-populates information from eRA Commons 
user and organization profiles

• ASSIST can re-use information from one section of the 
application to another

• Ability to enter 100 key people
• Information is carried forward to future budget periods !
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Entering Application Data: Sr/Key

Take advantage of options to 
populate data from list of 
Sr/Key persons already 

entered in application or from 
eRA Commons credentials.
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Up to 100 Sr/Key persons can be added per component.
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Entering Application Data: Budget

The Add Period button 
creates an additional budget 
period carrying over entries 
from the previous period. All 

fields remain editable.
11
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Validation & Review Benefits

• ASSIST validates against NIH and Grants.gov rules
–By component
–For the entire application

• Application can be previewed (so you can see what the 
NIH reviewer will see) 

–By component
–For the entire application

• OSPIP CO has access to the application during 
preparation 
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Summary Benefits

• ASSIST will sequence and assemble the application 
adding appropriate headers and footers

• Table of Contents will be created by ASSIST (no more 
problem with pre-pagination)

• Project Budgets roll-up to the summary budget
• Key Personnel summary is prepared
• Other required summary information is created 

automatically by ASSIST

Updating the components will automatically update the summaries !
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Automatic Data Summaries 
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