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INTRO

• There is no official laboratory designation of who can be 
a PI

• Campuses have very specific rules with a process for 
making exceptions.

• At LBNL, the Div Director can designate someone as a PI
• Must be an employee since the duties require

– Procurement authority (be in SAS), 
– Ability to supervise, 
– Authorization to be a custodian for property, 
– Responsibility for adherence to UC and lab policies 

(e.g. Comply with COI, research integrity etc.)



Office of Sponsored Projects & Industry Partnerships
3

NIH

• A PI , using NIH as a standard, must 

“Have the appropriate level of authority and 
responsibility to direct the project or program to be 
supported by the award."

In those terms, the PI must be able to supervise, 
make procurements, control the funds and have 
authority at LBNL
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NIH PI Assurances

• NIH PI assurance
–(1) That the information submitted within the 

application is true, complete and accurate to the best 
of the PI's knowledge; 

–(2) That any false, fictitious, or fraudulent statements 
or claims may subject the PI to criminal, civil, or 
administrative penalties; and 

–(3) That the PI agrees to accept responsibility for the 
scientific conduct of the project and to provide the 
required progress reports if a grant is awarded as a 
result of the application."
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UCOP

• Per the UCOP Contract and Grants Manual sec10-330 the 
Principal Investigator…

• Is the individual with primary responsibility for: 
• The scientific integrity and management of the 

sponsored project; 
• The financial management of project funds (see 6-440); 
• Adherence to all internal University policies; and 
• Adherence to externally imposed sponsor terms and 

conditions including reporting and record keeping 
requirements contained in the award document.
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Can’t Find the PI in RAPID
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Add the PI into RAPID

• Most frequently forgotten information from the Basic 
RAPID hands-on training

• RAPID is populated with people from HRIS, so everyone 
is already “in RAPID”

• Must Designate new people with the “Eligible PI” status

• This does NOT required entry by OSPIP, the Division 
makes the determination and has the authorization to 
update RAPID to “Eligible PI” status
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PI Status in RAPID
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Professional Data
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Locate the Person
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Designate as “Eligible PI”
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